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" THE STORY of
__ MAUD MULLER
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Old Stories Revised
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By- Georgé Ade

(Copyrizht, 1908, by George Ade.) ! 3
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WHEN NERVE COUNTED.

How a Penitentiary - Warden Escaped
Death by Keeping Cool.

10 News.)
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COSTLY JCKE.
Telegraph Operator Sends Message to
Napoleon—Gets Bill for $187.50.
(Kansas City Star.)
story Billy Holtham'’

|

“The of s costly

i
| alwayvs on the side of the joker,” said
| W. B.

|
| operator.

|
{ ““The incident occurred a short time |

| after the civil war, when Holthamm was
!assisumt operator in Denver, Colo. 1In
those days two operators did

work in the Denver office. Holtham
| opened the office one morning, took the
| daily paper and began reading about
All at once the desire to perpetrate a
| practical joke seized upon him. Taking
the pencil from his pocket he indited
the following cablegram upon one of
the office blanks:

of Tuileries, Paris, France:
will not accede to the cggsion of Ger-
many to France. Please let Bohemia
alone.
man.’

“Holtham called up Omaha and sent
the cablegram to the man on duty
there, just as he would have sent a
bona fide cablegram.

“Omaha was the repeating office for

!
| joke illustrates that the laugh is not|

Bassett, an old-time telegraph |

all the |

the war betWween Germany and France. |

“ “To the Emperor Napoleon, Garden |
Colorado |

t[n‘l‘(’ up his copy and threw the re-
i mains in the wasle basket. Then he sat
down and laughed. He supposed that
the man on duty in Omaha would, of
course, see the joke and after laughing
himself over it would throw his copy
into the waste basket. But the Omaha
| opberator was a man who took every-
thing seriously, and, hanging the cable-
| gram the New York hook, thought
| nothing more about it.

on

| of the fateful cablegram until about the
middle of the following month, when
Mr. Woodward, the Denver manager of
the Western Union office, received the
| following message from the secretary
| of the cable company in New York:
“*Please come down with the dust.’
“Woodward scratched his head, but
could not solve the enigma and replied:
“*Don’t understand your
about dust. Please explain.’
In due time an answer was received,
saying:
“*“Your cablegram to Emperor
lpolmm. Garden of the Tuileries, Paris,
France, signed Governor Gilpin or any

message |
| place, secured copies of the cablegram

tat that.
“This happened about the middie of |
the -month and-nothing more was h*“(l\'d"

|

|
|
|

Na- |

‘Do you understand that gold is now
worth just two to one, and the cost of
your little joke is $3757

“Manager Woodward wrote a letter
to the cable authorities explaining the
matter to them. and asking that the
cablegram be canceled, but they were
inexorable and demanded payment in
fuil. * At that time cablegrams were
enermously high and pavable in goid
The result was that poor Hol-
tham had to make the amount good
fmd‘ the telegraph company permitied
Lim to pay $50 a month until the whole
Sum was paid. Fortunately operators
were then paid $125 a montl w.(iA.:"_\' and
it was riot as hard upon Holtham to
liquidate the obligation as it wounld be
upon a telegrapher at the present dav,
with salaries so greatly reduced. »

“The late Edward Rosewater. who
was manager of the Western ("nion of
fice at Omaha when the incident took

and of all the correspondence relating

thereto and put the whole thing in a |

frame and .it is no doubt somewhere
among his collection of telegraphic cu-

| riodities.”

i other man, $187.50 in gold, please remit.’ |

“At this juncture Biliy Hoitham
stepped in and, pushing the message
toward him, Woodward remarked:

“‘What do you suppose that

Governor Gilpin or any othep York idiot means by that?

New | for the first time.

“Holtham readl it, and, turning pale, |

| blurted out: ‘Why, I sent that thing to
Omaha as a joke, supposing the man

receiving it there would see the point |

fand throw his copy into the waste bas-
ket, as I did with minpe.’
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TOOK A CAB.
(Ben Vivant.)
Ten-year-old Toto was going to a party

“Here are two francs, Toto
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geolied Toto,
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on the box all the way home,

all eastern business, Holtham (hen‘ “Joke! replied Woodward, angri]y.lsuperb."

: said his|
‘IT it rains be sure to take a cab |
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SOCIALISM.
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Guest—What dis
gars

Host—Twenty-five for
Guest (astounded)—What?
Host—Yes, 20 sous for mine and 5 sous
for yours
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EXPERT KODAK FINISHING.

Harry Shipler, Commercial Photog-
rapher, 151 Main street. Get my new
l price list,
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